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Facts about Sierra Leone

• Sierra Leone is officially the worst place in the   
world for a child to be born*. UNICEF

• It has the worst infant mortality rate in the world.

• One in four children die before their fifth  birthday. 

• More women die in childbirth than in any other    
country.  

• Life expectancy is just 42 years.



• Less than 30% of children receive any form of 
formal education and its literacy levels are among 
the lowest of the UN league tables.

• Under 40% of the population of this English 
speaking country can read and write. 

• Common and preventable diseases remain the 
biggest killers. 
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